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DETAILED ACTION 
SPECIFICATION 
Abstract 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it includes the word 
"means". This word should be reserved for inclusion in the body of a daim. Deletion of 
the words "means of is suggested. 

CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claim 1 is the independent claim under consideration in this Office Action. 
Claims 2-6 are the dependent claims under consideration in this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Benstock (5,003,902). 

Benstock et al. teach forming a seam between two pieces of material and 
describes processing the seam area by providing a melting heat and pressure for 
partially melting the materials and providing the seam with waterproofing characteristics. 
Benstock et al. teach embroidering and joining two materials dependent on an image 
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data desired for forming a gown. Then, a lieat treatment step for lieating the fabric by 
using a hot air blower 26 is provided for heating the fabric and thermoplastic thread 18 
and 20. Pressure is also provided for compressing the seam area. It is this heat and 
pressure that changes the texture of the thread by providing a partial melting of the 
thread and seam area and a compression of the seam. 

Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sherrill (3,567,567). 

Sherrill teaches forming an article having decorative embroidery thereon and 
describes the process of providing the embroidery with a melting heat for fusing the 
embroidery components. Sherrill teaches the embroidery as comprising fusible thread 
portions 22b, which are subjected to a heating process where the material is fused, and 
thus the texture of the embroidered part changes due to the heat. The portion 22b 
comprises a material, which has a lower melting temperature than the carrier thread 
22a, and thus in the end the texture of the twisted carrier thread is changed and thus . 
the texture of the embroidery is changed accordingly. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertiains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 
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Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sherrlll in view of Tajima (JP05-272,046). 

Sherrill discloses the invention substantially as claimed. See above for specific 
explanations of the structural details of this document. Briefly, Sherrill teaches 
decorative embroidery for an article, which includes a pattern 10 on the article and heat 
treating the materials for melting portions of the materials and changing the texture of 
the embroidery. However, Sherrill does not suggest a computer for forming the image 
using computerized data and a printer for providing an ink image on the article to be 
embroidered. 

Tajima teaches an embroidery assembly including a computerized machine with 
a printer and an image-forming center, which uses desired data to form ah embroidery 
image, and a printer receives that image data and provides the cloth materials with an 
ink image of the desired embroidery image. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to construct the embroidery of Sherrill as including an image 
formed by computerized data and placed on the article using an ink-jet printer. 
Providing such a computer would allow the proper placement and image quality desired 
of the article. 

PERTINENT CITATIONS 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Clarius, Shimada, Starita et al., Komatsu and Brunner illustrate 
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embroidery or stitching including thermoplastic threads. Haigh and Sernaker illustrate 
embroideries including the use of thermoplastic sheets. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on (571) 272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) 
or 571-272-1000. 
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